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could be spared the tedium of altering life style or taking treatment. This would of course have profound repercussions for health education which might need targeting to at-risk groups with short lifelines. Doubtless, molecular biology will in the fullness of time shed some light on the pathogenetic mechanisms mediating mortality and lifeline, while palmar topography will surely enter every undergraduate curriculum.
Orthodox medicine has previously ignored palmistry -some would say to its credit. In the light of the present statistically impressive findings however it remains for properly conducted prospective multicentre studies to define the predictive value oflifeline length in various populations. Whilst being aware of possible consumer resistance (Figure 4 ), our results suggest that a new clinically useful prognostic indicator may be at hand. 
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